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Madrid, 28 September 2026 
ICDP 15/2026 

 
Statement by the Interna-onal Commission against the Death Penalty: ICDP 
calls on US state of Tennessee to halt the execu-on of Christa Pike 

The International Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP or Commission) 
expresses its deep concern over the scheduled execution of Christa Pike by the 
authorities of the US state of Tennessee on 30 September 2026. Ms. Pike was 
sentenced to death in 1996 for a murder committed the previous year, when she 
was 18 years old. If carried out, this would be the first execution of a woman in 
Tennessee in more than 200 years. 

The Commission's thoughts are with the family and friends of Colleen Slemmer, 
whose death caused immeasurable pain.  

Reports reaching ICDP suggest that Ms. Pike's court-appointed counsel did not 
adequately present mitigating evidence at trial concerning a history of severe 
childhood neglect, sexual and gender-based violence, neurological impairments, 
mental health conditions and developmental immaturity. According to public 
reports, the co-defendants in the case received markedly different outcomes: one 
was sentenced to life imprisonment and is now eligible for parole, and the other 
received probation. 

During her imprisonment, Ms. Pike has been held in solitary confinement for 
approximately 28 years, with serious psychological consequences. Reports 
indicate that this prolonged isolation differs from the experience of men 
sentenced to death in Tennessee, and the lack of equivalent accommodations for 
women on death row raises serious concerns about gender-based discrimination. 
Solitary confinement beyond 15 consecutive days is prohibited under the UN 
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela 
Rules). These conditions, together with her medical history and her awareness of 
her impending execution, may amount to torture or other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment. 

"I join my fellow ICDP Commissioners in expressing our deep concern in the case 
of Christa Pike, who was a teenager when she committed this crime. The severe 
childhood neglect and abuse she suffered, and clear signs of developmental 
immaturity, were never properly presented as mitigating evidence at trial. This is 
compounded by 28 years in solitary confinement, a punishment without parallel 
for her male counterparts on Tennessee's death row. I urge Governor Bill Lee to 
halt this execution," said ICDP Commissioner Marta Santos Pais, former Special 
Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on Violence against 
Children. 

ICDP opposes the death penalty in all circumstances and for all crimes. Under 
international law, retentionist states are required to limit the application of the 
death penalty to the most serious crimes while ensuring full compliance with all 
due process guarantees. The particular circumstances of each case must be 
carefully considered, with special regard for any mitigating factors. The 
Commission joins the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and UN 
human rights experts who urged the authorities to halt this execution. 
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The execution is expected to be carried out by lethal injection of pentobarbital, 
despite repeated warnings from physicians and lawyers that Tennessee's 
execution protocol may cause unnecessary pain and suffering. Moreover, Ms. 
Pike has been diagnosed with thrombocytosis, a blood condition that, her counsel 
argues, could increase the risk of cruel suffering during the lethal injection 
process. 

The Commission acknowledges the growing number of death-sentenced 
individuals in the United States whose sentences have been commuted or 
reduced to life imprisonment or less, and urges the authorities to be consistent 
with this trend. 

ICDP calls on Tennessee Governor Bill Lee to stay the execution of Christa Pike 
and to commute her sentence, in light of her history of childhood neglect and 
abuse and of her mental health conditions, which were not adequately 
considered during the criminal proceedings, the disproportionate suffering she 
has endured throughout  her prolonged detention, and the concerning conditions 
under which her execution is expected to be carried out. 

Background 

The activities of ICDP, which was established in 2010, are led by 28 high-level 
Commissioners from all regions of the world, under the presidency of Judge Navi 
Pillay, former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. The 
Commissioners include four former Presidents, six former Prime Ministers, ten 
former Ministers, two former U.S. Governors, ten Parliamentarians, six former 
Judges, and seven former senior UN officials, including three former UN High 
Commissioners for Human Rights. The work of ICDP is supported by a 
geographically diverse Support Group of 24 Member States who are committed 
to the abolition of the death penalty. Its Secretariat is based in Madrid and is 
responsible for the day-to-day work of the Commission. 

The Commission promotes the abolition of capital punishment in law in States 
that observe a de facto moratorium on the use of the death penalty and promotes 
moratoriums on executions in States that retain capital punishment. ICDP works 
with the United Nations and other international and regional organizations, 
governments and nongovernmental organizations to advocate for worldwide 
abolition of the death penalty. 
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