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Madrid, 12 August 2026 
 

ICDP 011/2026 
 
Statement by the Interna-onal Commission against the Death Penalty on Suriname: 
ICDP welcomes its Na-onal Assembly´s vote authorizing the country becoming 
State Party to the Second Op-onal Protocol to the ICCPR 
 
The Interna:onal Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP or Commission) 
warmly welcomes the unanimous vote by the Na:onal Assembly of the Republic of 
Suriname (Suriname), on 23 July 2026, authorising the country's accession to the 
Second Op:onal Protocol to the Interna:onal Covenant on Civil and Poli:cal Rights, 
aiming at the aboli:on of the death penalty. All 31 members present voted in favour. 

“The Na:onal Assembly’s vote is a welcome demonstra:on of Suriname’s 
commitment to the furthering the protec:on of human rights, especially the further 
consolida:on of the respect, fulfilment, protec:on of the fundamental right to life,” 
said ICDP President Navi Pillay. She added that “I join my fellow ICDP Commissioners 
in congratula:ng Suriname as by acceding to the Second Op:onal Protocol, the 
country has made a very important interna:onal aboli:onist commitment 
represen:ng the sustained progress that the country has achieved in abolishing 
capital punishment: the death penalty was removed from the Criminal Code in 2015 
and from the Military Criminal Code in 2021. We note that it demonstrates broad 
ins:tu:onal support for embedding aboli:on within the country's interna:onal legal 
obliga:ons. By doing so, ICDP believes that Suriname is making a significant 
contribu:on to the growing global movement towards the universal aboli:on of the 
death penalty. Every new State Party strengthens the interna:onal norm against 
capital punishment, and Suriname’s decision sends a posi:ve message both within 
the Caribbean and beyond.” Suriname's accession as the 93rd country to become State 
Party to the Second Op:onal Protocol will be formalised once the instrument of 
accession is deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Na:ons. 

ICDP has accompanied this process closely over three missions to Suriname. During 
the first mission, on 12-13 February 2014, ICDP Commissioner (now Vice President) 
Ruth Dreifuss, accompanied by Bri:sh MP Greg Mulholland, discussed aboli:on of the 
death penalty with the Surinamese government, at a :me when the Surinamese State 
Council (Staatsraad) was reviewing a draa Criminal Code that excluded the death 
penalty. In a follow-up mission from 3-6 February 2015, Professor (and now ICDP 
Commissioner) Marc Bossuyt,  draaer of the Second Op:onal Protocol, led a series of 
seminars encouraging Suriname to accede to the Protocol. On 13 April 2015, 
Suriname abolished the death penalty for all ordinary crimes, though it remained in 
the Military Code. 

In 2016, an ICDP delega:on of Commissioners Judge Navi Pillay and Marc Bossuyt 
visited Paramaribo, mee:ng the then-Minister of Jus:ce and Police, Jennifer V. van 
Dijk-Silos, members of the Na:onal Assembly's Standing Commicee on Human 
Rights, and senior officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to encourage Suriname 
to abolish the death penalty for all crimes and calling on the country to become State 
Party to the Second Op:onal Protocol. The delega:on was accompanied by ICDP 
Senior Policy Adviser Rajiv Narayan. ICDP con:nued to engage with Suriname, in 
par:cular its Permanent Mission to the UN in Geneva, and recognises their work in 
advancing this outcome. 
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Background 

The activities of ICDP, which was established in 2010, are led by 28 high-level 
Commissioners from all regions of the world, under the presidency of Judge Navi 
Pillay, former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. The 
Commissioners include four former Presidents, six former Prime Ministers, ten former 
Ministers, two former U.S. Governors, ten Parliamentarians, six former Judges, and 
seven former senior UN officials, including three former UN High Commissioners for 
Human Rights. The work of ICDP is supported by a geographically diverse Support 
Group of 24 Member States who are committed to the abolition of the death penalty. 
Its Secretariat is based in Madrid and is responsible for the day-to-day work of the 
Commission. 

The Commission promotes the abolition of capital punishment in law in States that 
observe a de facto moratorium on the use of the death penalty and promotes 
moratoriums on executions in States that retain capital punishment. ICDP works with 
the United Nations and other international and regional organizations, governments 
and nongovernmental organizations to advocate for worldwide abolition of the death 
penalty. 
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