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Madrid, 11 August 2026 
 

ICDP 012/2026 

Statement by the Interna-onal Commission against the Death Penalty: ICDP 
welcomes the passage of the law abolishing the death penalty by Lebanon’s 
Parliament 

The Interna:onal Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP or Commission) 
warmly welcomes the adop:on by Lebanon's Parliament of the law abolishing the 
death penalty for all crimes aHer 22 years without execu:ons. The law, approved on 
11 August by a broad majority of the 128-member Parliament, replaces capital 
punishment with life imprisonment with aggravated hard labour. It will enter into 
force once signed by the President and published in the Official GazeSe and will 
become the 114th country to abolish the death penalty for all crimes. With this vote, 
Lebanon reportedly becomes the first country in the Middle East region to abolish the 
death penalty for all crimes. 

Lebanon has not carried out an execu:on since 17 January 2004, having maintained 
an unofficial moratorium for more than two decades. Despite this, courts have 
con:nued to hand down death sentences, most of which have since been suspended 
or commuted. According to the Directorate of Prisons at the Ministry of Jus:ce, 85 
people remained on death row as of the end of January 2026. 

“I join my fellow Commissioners in congratula:ng the members of Lebanon’s 
Parliament on this historic vote,” said ICDP Vice President Ibrahim Najjar, who as 
Lebanon’s Minister of Jus:ce introduced an aboli:on bill before the Council of 
Ministers in 2008 — one of a series of legisla:ve proposals over decades that laid the 
founda:ons for today’s achievement. “Having worked on this issue from within 
government for many years, I know how long and difficult the path to this landmark 
moment has been, and how many courageous individuals dedicated their lives to it. 
The law's passage is also the culmina:on of a long-term collabora:ve effort by civil 
society, legislators, lawyers and interna:onal advocates stretching back to the 1980s. 
This achievement belongs above all to the Lebanese civil society organisa:ons — 
especially the Lebanese Associa:on for Civil Rights and the Na:onal Campaign Against 
the Death Penalty, whose work stretches back to the 1980s — who campaigned 
:relessly for aboli:on for over two decades. It also reflects the personal convic:on of 
successive Ministers of Jus:ce who refused to sign execu:on warrants, sustaining the 
moratorium year aHer year.” 

Lebanon's vote is a landmark for the wider Middle East and North Africa region, where 
the death penalty remains in force in the great majority of states, and where no 
country had previously abolished capital punishment in law. ICDP notes Lebanon's 
Jus:ce Minister, Adel Nassar, who aSended the vote in the Parliament earlier today, 
and described it as a historic step, specifically highligh:ng the aboli:on as a 
demonstra:on of Lebanon's ability to commit to interna:onal human rights 
standards even during a :me of na:onal crisis. The Commission also notes that by 
this vote, the Parliament approved abolishing the death penalty as a standalone 
measure, separate from the general amnesty law, to which it had reportedly been 
:ed to. This achievement is truly laudable as it demonstrates that even in challenging 
condi:ons, that of war, occupa:on, economic collapse, a country can commit to the 
protec:on of human rights, consolida:ng the sanc:ty of the fundamental right to life. 
It also reflects a sustained global movement away from capital punishment. ICDP 
hopes that Lebanon's example will encourage further reform across the broader 
Middle East and North African region. It was this hope that was shared during an ICDP 
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mission held in June 2014, when the then-ICDP President the late Mr Federico Mayor, 
ICDP Commissioners Mr Ibrahim Najjar and Ms Hanne Sophie Greve, accompanied by 
its Secretariat, were part of a delega:on that discussed issues related to the aboli:on 
of the death penalty in Lebanon with the then-Prime Minister of Lebanon Mr 
Tammam Salam, parliamentarians, lawyers, important members of the civil society 
and Beirut-based senior diplomats from ICDP´s Support Group. 

Background 

The activities of ICDP, which was established in 2010, are led by 28 high-level 
Commissioners from all regions of the world, under the presidency of Judge Navi 
Pillay, former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. The 
Commissioners include four former Presidents, six former Prime Ministers, ten former 
Ministers, two former U.S. Governors, ten Parliamentarians, six former Judges, and 
seven former senior UN officials — including three former UN High Commissioners 
for Human Rights. The work of ICDP is supported by a geographically diverse Support 
Group of 24 Member States who are committed to the abolition of the death penalty. 
Its Secretariat is based in Madrid and is responsible for the day-to-day work of the 
Commission. 

The Commission promotes the abolition of capital punishment in law in States that 
observe a de facto moratorium on the use of the death penalty and promotes 
moratoriums on executions in States that retain capital punishment. ICDP works with 
the United Nations and other international and regional organizations, governments 
and nongovernmental organizations to advocate for worldwide abolition of the death 
penalty. 
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