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Madrid, 29 July 2026 
 

ICDP 011/2026 
 
Statement by the Interna-onal Commission against the Death Penalty: Iran's 
Escala-ng Use of the Death Penalty Against Protesters and Poli-cal Dissidents 
 
The Interna;onal Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP or Commission) 
condemns in the strongest possible terms the accelera;ng use of capital punishment 
by the Islamic Republic of Iran (Iran) as an instrument of poli;cal repression. Since the 
outbreak of na;onwide protests in December 2025 and January 2026, Iranian 
authori;es have executed at least 26 people convicted of protest-related offences 
following proceedings that failed to meet the most basic interna;onal standards of 
due process.  
 
On 28 July 2026, reports reaching ICDP suggest that Iranian authori;es publicly carried 
out the execu;ons of Amirhossein Safari and Abolfazl Sepahi in Alikhani Square in 
Isfahan — the very site where protests had erupted on 8 January 2026. Earlier, reports 
suggest that on 19 July, Erfan Esfandiari (reportedly 18 years old) and Afghan na;onal 
Gol-Mohammad Mohammadi (reportedly 23 years old) had been executed from the 
same case. All four men were convicted following a single hearing involving twelve 
defendants, conducted behind closed doors in a Revolu;onary Court, without public 
judgments and in proceedings that, according to credible reports, relied 
overwhelmingly on confessions obtained under coercion and broadcast on state 
television prior to trial. Eight defendants from the same case remain at imminent risk 
of execu;on: Ali Dash;, Alireza Raisi, Abolfazl Ebrahimi, Alireza Sepahi, Amirhossein 
Ebrahimi, Amirhossein Maleki, Ghaem Hosseini and Shervin Bagherian. Reports 
reaching ICDP suggest that Mr Bagherian was subjected to 21 days of enforced 
disappearance, torture and other ill-treatment; his forced confession was broadcast 
on state television on 25 January 2026, before any trial, and he was denied access to 
a lawyer throughout the inves;ga;on phase. He turned 18 only days before his arrest.  
 
Among the people charged for their involvement in the December 2025-January 2026 
protests, three further people — Erfan Amiri, Mansour Jafari and Ma;n Mohammadi 
— were children at the ;me of the alleged crimes and also face the death penalty, in 
direct viola;on of interna;onal human rights law, especially no;ng that Iran is a State 
Party to the Conven;on on the Rights of the Child, which prohibits the imposi;on and 
carrying out of the death penalty on people below the age of 18 years of age at the 
;me of the offence. 
 
"What we are witnessing in Iran is not the administra;on of jus;ce — it is the 
weaponisa;on of the death penalty against an en;re genera;on of young people who 
dared to protest as shown by the execu;ons of Amirhossein Safari and Abolfazl Sepahi 
in public in Alikhani Square, followed only days later by those of Erfan Esfandiari and 
Gol-Mohammad Mohammadi. I join ICDP Commissioners in calling on Iranian 
authori;es to not carry out the execu;ons, including those convicted of protest-
related crimes," said ICDP President Judge Navi Pillay. 
 
ICDP con;nues to be gravely concerned that the systema;c and accelera;ng use of 
capital punishment in the aaermath of the December 2025-January 2026 uprising 
comes within the context of extremely worrying reports that hundreds of execu;ons 
con;nue to be carried out by Iranian authori;es including on drug-related charges. 
The pace of poli;cally mo;vated execu;ons appears to be unprecedented in Iran's 
recent history. These include: Mehdi Khaneki, executed on 22 July 2026 under the 
Espionage Law; Mohammad Amini Dehaghani, executed on 15 July for acts including 
"disturbing public opinion" and blocking roads; Javad Zamani and Abolfazl Saedi, 
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executed on 16 June aaer forced confessions broadcast on the day of their deaths; 
and Ashkan Maleki and Mehrdad Mohammadinia — members of Iran's Kurdish 
minority — executed in secret on 1 June 2026 without prior no;ce to their families or 
lawyers. The convic;ons in these cases have been based on broadly defined charges 
of moharebeh ("enmity against God") and ifsad fil-arz ("corrup;on on earth"), applied 
to conduct — including road blockages, property damage and par;cipa;on in protests 
— that does not cons;tute an inten;onal killing and therefore does not meet the 
threshold of "most serious crimes" required under Ar;cle 6(2) of the Interna;onal 
Covenant on Civil and Poli;cal Rights, to which Iran is a State Party. The Commission 
is par;cularly alarmed by the Espionage Law enacted in the aaermath of the June 
2025 conflict, which criminalises peaceful ac;vi;es protected under interna;onal law 
and carries the death penalty for contact with designated "hos;le" en;;es. 
 
Furthermore, ICDP is deeply troubled by credible, consistent reports that capital 
proceedings in Iran's Revolu;onary Courts have been characterised by enforced 
disappearance and prolonged incommunicado deten;on; torture and other ill-
treatment to extract confessions; broadcast of forced confessions on state television 
prior to trial, in viola;on of the presump;on of innocence; denial of access to legal 
counsel during inves;ga;on; closed hearings with no public judgments; and rubber-
stamp review by the Supreme Court without meaningful examina;on of the evidence. 
Reports reaching ICDP suggest that there have been instances where people facing 
the death penalty remained unaware for years that they had been sentenced to death 
and were denied effec;ve access to a lawyer of his own choosing. Such prac;ces are 
fundamentally incompa;ble with the guarantees of Ar;cle 14 of the ICCPR. 
 
“We call on the Iranian authori;es to immediately halt all execu;ons, including those 
of the eight remaining defendants in the Alikhani Square case, and establish an official 
moratorium on all execu;ons as an essen;al first step toward aboli;on; ensure that 
all individuals sentenced to death have their cases independently reviewed against 
interna;onal fair trial standards, including meaningful appellate review; repeal the 
provisions of the Espionage Law that carry a mandatory death penalty for conduct 
protected under interna;onal human rights law; no;fy the families and lawyers of all 
persons facing imminent execu;on in advance, and cease the prac;ce of carrying out 
execu;ons without prior no;ce”, said ICDP President Judge Pillay. 
 
Background 
The ac;vi;es of ICDP, which was established in 2010, are led by 28 high-level 
Commissioners from all regions of the world, under the presidency of Judge Navi 
Pillay, former United Na;ons High Commissioner for Human Rights. The 
Commissioners include four former Presidents, six former Prime Ministers, ten 
Ministers, two U.S. Governors, ten Parliamentarians, six Judges, and seven senior UN 
officials — including three former UN High Commissioners for Human Rights. The 
work of ICDP is supported by a geographically diverse Support Group of 24 Member 
States who are commined to the aboli;on of the death penalty. Its Secretariat is based 
in Madrid and is responsible for the day-to-day work of the Commission. 
 
The Commission promotes the aboli;on of capital punishment in law in States that 
observe a de facto moratorium on the use of the death penalty and promotes 
moratoriums on execu;ons in States that retain capital punishment. ICDP works with 
the United Na;ons and other interna;onal and regional organiza;ons, governments 
and nongovernmental organiza;ons to advocate for worldwide aboli;on of the death 
penalty. 
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