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Statement by the International Commission against the Death Penalty:
Resumption of executions by authorities in Jordan after a hiatus

The International Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP or Commission) deeply
regrets that Jordan reportedly resumed executions, after a hiatus of several years,
when six men were executed by its authorities on 21 June 2026. The executions, by
hanging, were carried out for crimes related to terrorism and drug trafficking that led
to the deaths and injuries of police officers and soldiers, marking a significant shift in
Jordan’s approach to capital punishment and raising serious concerns about future
executions.

“I would like to join my fellow ICDP in expressing grave concern that Jordan by
carrying out executions of six persons in one day has moved away significantly from
the abolitionist path it had considered seriously when in 2005, Jordan considered to
become the first country in the Middle East without capital punishment after
modifying its Penal Code and had initially imposed a moratorium on the death penalty
in 2006. However, the moratorium sadly ended in 2014, when Jordan resumed
exeuctions. We have heard worrying reports regarding the lack of due process
protections in capital cases in the country. We are also alarmed by receiving reports
of statements from government officials indicating that executions will continue,
which signals heightened risk of imminent executions for hundreds of people, who
are reportedly under sentence of death in Jordan,” said ICDP President Judge Navi
Pillay.

ICDP urgently calls on the Jordanian authorities to consider reinstating the
moratorium that the country had observed from 2006 to 2014 and refrain from
carrying out any future executions. Research has not conclusively proven that the
death penalty has deterred crime. The Commission believes that the reinstatement
of a moratorium on executions would be an essential step towards moving away from
the death penalty, a commitment that would consolidate Jordan in achieving better
respect, protection and fulfilment of the fundamental human right to life.

Background

The activities of ICDP, which was established in 2010, are led by 28 high-level
Commissioners from all regions of the world, under the presidency of Judge Navi
Pillay, former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. The
Commissioners include four former Presidents, six former Prime Ministers, ten
Ministers, two U.S. Governors, ten Parliamentarians, six Judges, and seven senior UN
officials — including three former UN High Commissioners for Human Rights. The
work of ICDP is supported by a geographically diverse Support Group of 24 Member
States who are committed to the abolition of the death penalty. Its Secretariat is
based in Madrid and is responsible for the day-to-day work of the Commission.

The Commission promotes the abolition of capital punishment in law in States that

observe a de facto moratorium on the use of the death penalty and promotes
moratoriums on executions in States that retain capital punishment.
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ICDP works with the United Nations and other international and regional
organizations, governments and nongovernmental organizations to advocate for

worldwide abolition of the death penalty.
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