AGAINST

DEATH -
PENALTY

International Commission
against the Death Penalty

President
Navanethem (Navi) Pillay

Vice Presidents
Ruth Dreifuss
Ibrahim Najjar

Members

Michelle Bachelet

Marc Baron Bossuyt
Manuela Carmena

Helen Clark

Radhika Coomaraswamy
Marzuki Darusman
Michéle Duvivier Pierre-Louis
Tsakhia Elbegdorj

Hanne Sophie Greve
Sylvie Kayitesi

Enda Kenny

loanna Kuguradi

Barbara Lochbihler
Isabelle Lonvis-Rome
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
Dannel Malloy

Marta Santos Pais

Ivan Simonovic

Horacio Verbitsky

Honorary Members
Giuliano Amato

Louise Arbour

Mohammed Bedjaoui
Martin Joseph O'Malley
José Luis Rodriguez Zapatero
Marta Vilardell

Founding Members
Rodolfo Mattarollo
(1939-2014)

Asma Jilani Jahangir
(1952-2018)

Bill Richardson
(1947-2023)

Robert Badinter
(1928-2024)
Federico Mayor Zaragoza
(1934-2024)

Secretariat

Pl. Marqués de Salamanca 8
28006 Madrid, Spain +00
34 91 3799458

info@icomdp.org

h

= & -
@xz Cartin

Madrid, 9 June 2026
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Statement by the International Commission against the Death Penalty: XXI Meeting of
Commissioners and General Assembly

The International Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP or Commission) held its XXI
Annual Meeting of Commissioners and related meetings between 31 May and 2 June 2026 in
Madrid. The Meeting of Commissioners and General Assembly were held in hybrid format at
the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union, and Cooperation on 1 and 2 June
respectively, preceded by an online Steering Committee meeting on 31 May.

The Meeting of Commissioners, in which an unprecedented number of over 20 Commissioners
participated, was held on 1 June. The Commissioners noted and evaluated the Commission’s
activities since the XX Annual Meeting, held on 6-7 May 2025 in Madrid. The Commissioners
reviewed ongoing initiatives and finalized ICDP’s Action Plan for 2026-2027, until the next
Meeting of Commissioners. They discussed the financial situation of the Commission,
including the budget and audit report, and subsequently adopted the documents. The
Commissioners deliberated on ICDP’s organizational issues.

Following the Meeting of Commissioners, ICDP’s General Assembly was held on 2 June, also
in hybrid format. The meeting was attended by a record number of representatives of ICDP’s
Support Group Member States. ICDP Commissioners, led by President Pillay, reported on
ICDP’s activities since the last General Assembly in May 2025. They also announced the
Commission’s current and future work and the decisions made during the Meeting of
Commissioners, which was held on 1 June, including the Action Plan 2026-2027. The meeting,
which was co-chaired by Eduardo Merino, Director of Human Rights Department of the
Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, also deliberated on organizational issues. The Support
Group reported on their activities while reaffirming their strong support for ICDP and
reiterating their firm commitment to the shared objective of progressively achieving the
universal abolition of the death penalty.

On 2 June, ICDP Commissioners had meetings with Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez and
with the President of General Council of the Judiciary and the Supreme Court of Spain Maria
Isabel Perell6 Doménech. In a special reception on 2 June, Spain’s Minister of Foreign Affairs,
European Union and Cooperation José Manuel Albares awarded ICDP with the prestigious
Orden de Isabel la Catélica (Order of Isabel the Catholic) in recognition of its work of staunch
global advocacy in abolishing the death penalty. ICDP Commissioners and the Secretariat were
hosted to a working lunch with Diego Martinez Belio, Secretary of State for Foreign and Global
Affairs, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation of Spain. These
important meetings, the prestigious award, and continued promise of increased support
underlined Spain’s strong commitment to ICDP, including as President of the Commission’s
Support Group of Member States.

Background

The International Commission against the Death Penalty is currently composed of 28
Commissioners of high international standing following highly respected careers in public
service and representing all regions of the world. The Commission acts with total
independence under the leadership of President Judge Navi Pillay, the former UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights. The Commission promotes the abolition of capital
punishment in law in States that observe a de facto moratorium on the use of the death
penalty and encourages moratoriums on executions in States that retain capital punishment.
ICDP works with the United Nations and other international and regional organizations,
governments and nongovernmental organizations to advocate for worldwide abolition of the
death penalty. The work of ICDP is supported by a geographically diverse Support Group of 24
Member States who are committed to the abolition of the death penalty. Its Secretariat is
based in Madrid and is responsible for the day-to-day work of the Commission.



