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Madrid, 9 June 2026  

ICDP 7/2026  

Statement by the Interna-onal Commission against the Death Penalty: XXI Mee-ng of 
Commissioners and General Assembly  

The Interna9onal Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP or Commission) held its XXI 
Annual Mee9ng of Commissioners and related mee9ngs between 31 May and 2 June 2026 in 
Madrid. The Mee9ng of Commissioners and General Assembly were held in hybrid format at 
the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union, and Coopera9on on 1 and 2 June 
respec9vely,	preceded by an online Steering CommiSee mee9ng on 31 May.  

The Mee9ng of Commissioners, in which an unprecedented number of over 20 Commissioners 
par9cipated, was held on 1 June. The Commissioners noted and evaluated the Commission’s 
ac9vi9es since the XX Annual Mee9ng, held on 6-7 May 2025 in Madrid. The Commissioners 
reviewed ongoing ini9a9ves and finalized ICDP’s Ac9on Plan for 2026–2027, un9l the next 
Mee9ng of Commissioners. They discussed the financial situa9on of the Commission, 
including the budget and audit report, and subsequently adopted the documents. The 
Commissioners deliberated on ICDP´s organiza9onal issues. 

Following the Mee9ng of Commissioners, ICDP’s General Assembly was held on 2 June, also 
in hybrid format. The mee9ng was aSended by a record number of representa9ves of ICDP’s 
Support Group Member States. ICDP Commissioners, led by President Pillay, reported on 
ICDP’s ac9vi9es since the last General Assembly in May 2025. They also announced the 
Commission´s current and future work and the decisions made during the Mee9ng of 
Commissioners, which was held on 1 June, including the Ac9on Plan 2026-2027. The mee9ng, 
which was co-chaired by Eduardo Merino, Director of Human Rights Department of the 
Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, also deliberated on organiza9onal issues. The Support 
Group reported on their ac9vi9es while reaffirming their strong support for ICDP and 
reitera9ng their firm commitment to the shared objec9ve of progressively achieving the 
universal aboli9on of the death penalty. 

On 2 June, ICDP Commissioners had mee9ngs with Spain´s Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez and 
with the President of General Council of the Judiciary and the Supreme Court of Spain María 
Isabel Perelló Doménech. In a special recep9on on 2 June, Spain´s Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
European Union and Coopera9on José Manuel Albares awarded ICDP with the pres9gious 
Orden de Isabel la	Católica (Order of Isabel the Catholic) in recogni9on of its work of staunch 
global advocacy in abolishing the death penalty. ICDP Commissioners and the Secretariat were 
hosted to a working lunch with Diego Margnez Belío, Secretary of State for Foreign and Global 
Affairs, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, European Union and Coopera9on of Spain. These 
important mee9ngs, the pres9gious award, and con9nued promise of increased support 
underlined Spain’s strong commitment to ICDP, including as President of the Commission´s 
Support Group of Member States.  

Background  

The Interna9onal Commission against the Death Penalty is currently composed of 28 
Commissioners of high interna9onal standing following highly respected careers in public 
service and represen9ng all regions of the world. The Commission acts with total 
independence under the leadership of President Judge Navi Pillay, the former UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. The Commission promotes the aboli9on of capital 
punishment in law in States that observe a de facto moratorium on the use of the death 
penalty and encourages moratoriums on execu9ons in States that retain capital punishment. 
ICDP works with the United Na9ons and other interna9onal and regional organiza9ons, 
governments and nongovernmental organiza9ons to advocate for worldwide aboli9on of the 
death penalty. The work of ICDP is supported by a geographically diverse Support Group of 24 
Member States who are commiSed to the aboli9on of the death penalty. Its Secretariat is 
based in Madrid and is responsible for the day-to-day work of the Commission.  


