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Madrid, 22 December 2025
ICDP 16/2025

Statement by the International Commission against the Death Penalty: Ruling of
the Constitutional Court of the Kyrgyz Republic

The International Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP or Commission)
warmly welcomes the decisive ruling issued by the Constitutional Court of the Kyrgyz
Republic (Court) on 10 December 2025, Human Rights Day, which concluded “that
reinstating the death penalty through a constitutional amendment is incompatible
with the Constitution and is therefore impermissible and impossible.” According to
the statement of the Court, the ruling was “based on the entirety of constitutional
and international legal arguments.”

The Court reviewed the proposal of President of the Kyrgyz Republic Sadyr Zhaparov,
made on 2 December 2025, requesting an official conclusion of the draft Law of the
Kyrgyz Republic “On Amendments to the Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic”. The
draft law proposed allowing the application of the death penalty for child rape, as
well as for murder accompanied by rape. The Court ruled that the draft Law cannot
be submitted to a referendum, and all procedures aimed at implementing the
initiative for its adoption must be terminated from the moment the Opinion of the
Constitutional Court of the Kyrgyz Republic enters into force.

Earlier, from 13 to 28 October 2025, the draft Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On
Amendments to the Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic” and the draft Law of the
Kyrgyz Republic “On Repealing the Law of the Kyrgyz Republic "On the Accession of
the Kyrgyz Republic to the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, Aiming at the Abolition of the Death Penalty, adopted by UN
General Assembly Resolution 44/128 of 15 December 1989° dated 16 March 2010 No.
52” underwent public discussions. ICDP notes that following these public discussions,
the majority of participants opposed the introduction of the death penalty.

ICDP further welcomes the statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz
Republic following this ruling that “As a rule-of-law state, the Kyrgyz Republic will
execute the decision of the Constitutional Court of the Kyrgyz Republic and remains
committed to fully complying with all its international obligations. At the same time,
work on amending national legislation to strengthen penalties for crimes against
children and women will proceed within the framework of these obligations.”

“I welcome the Court’s ruling which clarifies its decision that as a State Party to the
the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, Kyrgyzstan has assumed a permanent obligation not to reintroduce the death
penalty and not to resort to it under any circumstances,” said ICDP President Judge
Navi Pillay.

This decision further consolidates the position of the Kyrgyz Republic as a leading
supporter of the regional initiative of an extended Central Asia region + Mongolia as
a region free of the death penalty. ICDP has been working on this initiative with the
countries in the region since November 2019.

Background

The activities of ICDP which was established in 2010, are led by 25 high-level
Commissioners from all regions of the world, under the presidency of Judge Navi
Pillay, former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. The
Commissioners include four former Presidents, six former Prime Ministers, ten
Ministers, two U.S. Governors, ten Parliamentarians, six Judges, and seven senior UN
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officials — including three former UN High Commissioners for Human Rights. The
work of ICDP is supported by a geographically diverse Support Group of 24 Member
States who are committed to the abolition of the death penalty. Its Secretariat is
based in Madrid and is responsible for the day-to-day work of the Commission.

The Commission promotes the abolition of capital punishment in law in States that
observe a de facto moratorium on the use of the death penalty and promotes
moratoriums on executions in States that retain capital punishment.

ICDP works with the United Nations and other international and regional
organizations, governments and nongovernmental organizations to advocate for
worldwide abolition of the death penalty.
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