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Madrid, 12 November 2025
ICDP 15/2025

Statement by the International Commission against the Death Penalty: Two
children executed in Saudi Arabia

The International Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP or Commission)
strongly condemns the reported executions carried out by the authorities of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia of two men convicted for crimes committed when they were
under 18 years of age.

Reports suggest that Jalal al-Labbad was executed on 21 August 2025 for crimes he
allegedly committed at the age of 15. Abdullah al-Derazi, whose execution was carried
out on 20 October 2025, was reportedly 17 years of age when he was alleged to have
commited the offences punished by capital punishment. In both cases, there are
serious fair-trial concerns, including allegations of confessions under torture and the
denial of adequate legal representation.

“As ICDP Commissioners, we express our deep concern at the executions of Abdullah
al-Derazi and Jalal al-Labbad, who were reportedly children at the time of the alleged
crimes. The execution of any person for crimes committed while under 18 is banned
by Article 37(a) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, to which Saudi Arabia is
a Party. The use of the death penalty in such cases is incompatible with international
law and puts at serious risk the protection of children’s rights,” said ICDP
Commissioner Marta Santos Pais, former Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary-General on Violence against Children.

These child executions have been carried out amid a wider escalation in the use of
the death penalty in Saudi Arabia, with reports indicating over 300 people executed
by authorities in 2025 alone. ICDP recalls the 2020 Royal Decree announcing the
elimination of the death penalty for crimes committed as minors, and the
commitment made by Saudi Arabian Authorities before the UN Human Rights Council,
in February 2021, to replace the imposition of the death penalty on child offenders
by a maximum sentence of ten years in a juvenile institution. This commitment
followed earlier statements that hudud and gisas offences were excluded from the
2018 Juvenile Law.

ICDP urges Saudi Arabia to honour these commitments, to ensure the protection of
children from capital punishment and bring an end to any further executions. ICDP
calls upon the Authorities to observe a moratorium while carrying out steps to move
away from the death penalty. By doing so, Saudi Arabia will join the large majority of
States in the world who have abolished capital punishment in law or in practice, in
recognition that there are effective alternatives in modern justice systems to protect
the public from crime without the irrevocable and cruel nature of the death penalty
and the risk of miscarriage of justice and execution of innocent people.

ICDP recognises the complexities States face in addressing serious crimes involving
juveniles. Those complexities, however, must never justify the imposition of the
death penalty for acts committed under the age of 18. Children involved with the
justice system are entitled to the safeguard of their rights, including the protection
from capital punishment, and should be treated in a manner that prioritises
rehabilitation and reintegration.

Background

The activities of ICDP which was established in 2010, are led by 25 high-level
Commissioners from all regions of the world, under the presidency of Judge Navi
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Pillay, former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. The
Commissioners include four former Presidents, six former Prime Ministers, ten
Ministers, two U.S. Governors, ten Parliamentarians, six Judges, and seven senior UN
officials — including three former UN High Commissioners for Human Rights. The
work of ICDP is supported by a geographically diverse Support Group of 24 Member
States who are committed to the abolition of the death penalty. Its Secretariat is
based in Madrid and is responsible for the day-to-day work of the Commission.

The Commission promotes the abolition of capital punishment in law in States that
observe a de facto moratorium on the use of the death penalty and promotes
moratoriums on executions in States that retain capital punishment.

ICDP works with the United Nations and other international and regional
organizations, governments and nongovernmental organizations to advocate for
worldwide abolition of the death penalty.
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