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Madrid, 18 December 2025
ICDP 15/2025

Statement by the International Commission against the Death Penalty: Mission to
Morocco

The International Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP) concluded a mission
to the Kingdom of Morocco (Morocco) from 25 to 29 November 2025. The mission
was led by Vice President Ruth Dreifuss and Commissioner Sylvie Kayitesi, and was
accompanied by the ICDP Secretariat.

During the mission, the ICDP delegation held a wide range of meetings, including with
Minister of Justice Abdellatif Ouahbi, President Amina Bouayach and her colleagues
of the Conseil National des Droits de ’'Homme (CNDH), Mohammed El Habib Belkouch
the Interministerial Delegate for Human Rights (DIDH) and his colleagues,
parliamentarians and with partners of CNDH who are heads of NGO coalitions of
teachers, of entrepreneurs, of journalists, of lawyers. The ICDP delegation also met
with Ambassador of Switzerland Valentin Zellweger, Ambassador of Spain to Morocco
Enrique Ojeda, Head of the Council of Europe (CoE) office in Rabat Carmen Morte
Gbémez, and with diplomatic representatives of ICDP’s Support Group and the EU
delegation based in Rabat.

The ICDP delegation held a productive meeting with Minister Ouahbi and discussed
the situation of the death penalty in Morocco including recent reforms related to the
death penalty in the Criminal Procedure Law, anticipated changes in the Criminal
Code and commended the country for taking encouraging steps including voting in
favour of the UN General Assembly resolution on a moratorium on the use of the
death penalty in December 2024 for the first time, and for supporting the UN Human
Rights Council resolution on the question of the death penalty in October 2025. The
delegation recognized the positive role of royal pardons and recent mass
commutations, including those of 30 July 2025, in consolidating the long-term de
facto moratorium in Morocco.

The ICDP delegation welcomes the detailed, constructive and open dialogue on the
situation of the death penalty and related issues that it had with senior government
officials, parliamentarians, the CNDH, the DIDH, civil society actors and international
partners including with senior diplomatic representatives of ICDP’s Support Group,
the CoE, the EU. The delegation noted the seriousness with which interlocutors
engaged on questions related to the death penalty and encouraged continued steps
to advance discussions that move the country away from the use of capital
punishment. The Commission underlined that strengthened national progress on this
issue could have a positive influence across the region.

ICDP would like to express its sincere gratitude to CNDH for its generous hospitality
in hosting the delegation, coordinating the meetings during its stay in Rabat, to the
embassies of Switzerland and Spain to Morocco for their important support, to civil
society partners and to all interlocutors for their warm welcome and thoughtful
engagement.

Background

The International Commission against the Death Penalty is currently composed of 25
Commissioners of high international standing following highly respected careers in
public service and human rights. ICDP’s work is supported by a Support Group of 24
Member States who are committed to the abolition of the death penalty and, like the
Commissioners, represent all regions of the world. The Commission acts with total
independence under the leadership of President Judge Navi Pillay. The Commission
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promotes the abolition of capital punishment in law in States that observe a de facto
moratorium on the use of the death penalty and promotes moratoriums on
executions in States that retain capital punishment. ICDP works with the United
Nations and other international and regional organizations, governments and
nongovernmental organizations to advocate for worldwide abolition of the death
penalty. Its ICDP Secretariat is based in Madrid and is responsible for the day-to-day
work of the Commission.
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