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Madrid, 29 October 2025

ICDP 14/2025

Statement by the International Commission against the Death Penalty: ICDP
delegation visits the Republic of Korea

The International Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP) concluded a
mission to the Republic of Korea (Korea) from 13 to 20 October 2025. The
mission was led by Commissioners Tsakhia Elbegdorj, former President of
Mongolia, and lvan Simonovi¢, former Minister of Justice, former UN Assistant
Secretary General and Ambassador of Croatia to the United Nations in New
York, accompanied by Dr Rajiv Narayan and Asunta Vivo Cavaller, Co-Executive
Directors of ICDP.

The purpose of the visit was to engage in dialogue with key national and Seoul-
based international stakeholders to listen, understand, discuss the situation of
the death penalty in Korea.

During the mission, the ICDP delegation met with a wide range of interlocutors,
including H.E. Jung Sung-ho, Minister of Justice; H.E. Cho Hyun, Minister of
Foreign Affairs; current and former Members of the National Assembly;
Chairperson Ahn Chang-ho of the National Human Rights Commission of Korea;
H.E. Ban Ki-moon, former Secretary-General of the United Nations: H.E. Han
Dong-hoon, former Minister of Justice, as well as academics, civil society
organizations and members of the diplomatic community, including H.E. Ugo
Astuto, the European Union Ambassador to Korea; H.E. Julio Herraiz,
Ambassador of Spain to Korea who helped organize a meeting of the
representatives of countries that form part of ICDP’s Support Group.

The delegation also engaged with national media through several interviews
during the visit.

In our meetings, the ICDP delegation commended Korea’s observance, since
the last executions were carried out in 1997, of a nearly-three decades long
moratorium on the death penalty, and which has been reflected internationally
by its support of the biennial UN General Assembly resolutions on a
moratorium on the death penalty since 2020 and, more recently, its support for
the biennial UN Human Rights Council resolution on the question of the death
penalty. The delegates recognized the country’s significant achievements in
promoting human rights and the rule of law. ICDP expresses its deep
appreciation for the constructive and open dialogue with the senior
government representatives, parliamentarians, the National Human Rights
Commission, with experts on the issue of the death penalty, including
representatives of the civil society. The Commission noted the death penalty
abolition bill, which was introduced to the National Assembly of Korea in
November 2024, and the case being considered by the Constitutional Court of
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Korea on the constitutionality of the death penalty since 2019. Noting the
developments within the context of the country consolidating its democratic
institutions under a newly-elected Government, the ICDP delegation
encouraged key decision-makers in Korea to continue this progress of
advancing the move away from the death penalty towards ending it.The
delegation emphasized that Korea’s leadership and example could play a
positive role in advancing abolition across the Asia-Pacific region.

ICDP expresses its sincere gratitude to the Embassy of Spain in Seoul and its
friends in civil society organizations for their support in organizing this mission,
and to all interlocutors for their warm welcome and thoughtful engagement.

Background

The International Commission against the Death Penalty is currently composed
of 25 Commissioners of high international standing following highly respected
careers in public service and human rights. ICDP’s work is supported by a
Support Group of 24 Member States who are committed to the abolition of the
death penalty and, like the Commissioners, represent all regions of the world.
The Commission acts with total independence under the leadership of
President Judge Navi Pillay. The Commission promotes the abolition of capital
punishment in law in States that observe a de facto moratorium on the use of
the death penalty and promotes moratoriums on executions in States that
retain capital punishment.

ICDP works with the United Nations and other international and regional
organizations, governments and nongovernmental organizations to advocate
for worldwide abolition of the death penalty. Its Secretariat is based in Madrid
and is responsible for the day-to-day work of the Commission.
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