Geneva, 8 November 2012

STATEMENT BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION AGAINST
THE DEATH PENALTY: CALIFORNIA VOTE SHOWS TIDE
TURNING AGAINST DEATH PENALTY IN USA
(Geneva) The narrow margin by which Californian voters chose to
retain the state’s death penalty on 6 November shows that the tide is
turning against executions in the USA, said the International
Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP) today.
“The trend towards abolition of capital punishment in the USA is
gathering momentum. While the result of California’s vote this week is
disappointing, the fact that the electorate was evenly split is a
significant step forward. Public appetite for execution is diminishing at
a dramatic rate,” said Federico Mayor, President of the ICDP.
Votes for Proposition 34, which would have repealed the state’s death
penalty, were 47% for and 53% against, with only 500,000 votes
deciding the final outcome. The surge in support for abolition contrasts
starkly with the 1970s, when over 70% of California’s electorate
backed capital punishment.
Federico Mayor said: “Millions of Californians have now recognized
that capital punishment is cruel, expensive, endorses violence and
risks execution of the innocent – while failing to deter violent crime.
This sends a signal across the USA and beyond that the death
penalty is slowly but surely heading for the history books.
“With President Obama’s re-election, the time is right for the US
Federal Government to establish a moratorium on use of capital
punishment, with a view to total abolition.”
Over two-thirds of all nations – according to the United Nations more
than 150 countries from all regions and cultures – have now abolished
capital punishment or do not use it because of its inherent cruelty, its
ineffectiveness at deterring crime and the ever-present risk of
executing the innocent.
In the USA, public support for capital punishment has dwindled to its
lowest levels for nearly four decades. Recent years have seen
abolition of the death penalty in Connecticut, Illinois, New Jersey, New
Mexico and New York, and a moratorium on executions in Oregon.
California’s death row is the largest in the USA, and executions in the
state cost on average an estimated $308 million each.

If Proposition 34 had been passed, California would have replaced
capital punishment with life in prison – without the possibility of parole
– for murder, with inmates required to work and pay restitution to a
victims’ compensation fund. Funds would have been redirected to
increased public safety and public benefit, including by bringing more
violent criminals to justice. Currently 46% of murders – about 1,000
cases – and 56% of reported rapes go unsolved in California every
year.
During April 2012, ICDP visited California to support those
campaigning for abolition of the death penalty, and discussed issues
related to the abolition campaign with senior state officials and
lawyers involved in capital cases.
ICDP is an independent body that opposes the death penalty in all
situations, and urges the immediate establishment of a universal
moratorium on executions in all world regions with a view to total
abolition. It is led by a group of high-profile Commissioners from
across the world. These eminent individuals include former presidents,
prime ministers, government ministers, senior United Nations officials,
a former US state governor, a former judge and president of the
International Court of Justice, and a leading academic. See
www.icomdp.org.
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Background
The International Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP) was
founded in Madrid in October 2010. ICDP is composed of 13
personalities of high international standing from all regions of the
world who act with total independence and neutrality and work under
its President Mr Federico Mayor.
ICDP opposes the death penalty under any circumstances believing
that it violates the right to life enriched in the Universal Declaration of
Human rights. ICDP promotes the abolition of capital punishment in
law in those states that observe a de facto moratorium on the use of
the death penalty and promotes moratoriums on executions in states
that rarely use the death penalty. In states that continue to carry out
executions ICDP urges strict adherence to international standards.
ICDP works with the United Nations and other international and
regional
organizations,
governments
and
nongovernmental
organizations to further the abolition of capital punishment worldwide.
The work of the ICDP is supported by a diverse group of 16 states
from all regions of the world that are committed to abolition of the
death penalty. There is small secretariat in Geneva.

