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Statement by the International Commission against the Death 
Penalty: 8th meeting in Brussels 

The International Commission against the Death Penalty (ICDP or 
Commission) held the 8th meeting of its Commissioners in Brussels 
on 2 and 3 of December 2013. 

During the two-day meeting, the Commissioners met Mr. Dirk Achten, 
Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade 
and European Affairs of the government of Belgium to introduce the 
Commission. 

The Commission also met with Ms. Barbara Lochbihler, MEP and the 
Chair of the Subcommittee on Human Rights of the European 
Parliament; Mr. Stavros Lambrinidis, EU Special Representative for 
Human Rights and Mr. Bernardino Leon, EU Special Representative 
for the Southern Mediterranean region for an exchange of views on 
the abolition of the death penalty and future cooperation. 

During the meeting, the Commission summarized its main activities 
since its creation in October 2010 and considered a three-year 
strategic plan for 2014-2016.   

Commissioner Ms. Asma Jahangir spoke about the situation of the 
death penalty in Pakistan. Pakistan has one of the largest death row 
populations in the world with more than 8,000 prisoners sentenced to 
death, the vast majority being from poorer sections of society. For the 
time being the de facto moratorium on executions which has been in 
place since 2008 looks set to continue under the new administration of 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. 

Commissioner Mr. Ibrahim Najjar spoke about his participation in a 
two-day seminar in Bangkok on “Moving away from the death penalty 
in South East Asia”. The expert seminar was organized by the UN 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Justice of Thailand in October 2013. 

As part of its work to promote the ratification by States of the Second 
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, ICDP invited Professor Marc Bossuyt to address the 
Commission. He spoke about his role as UN Special Rapporteur in 
charge of drafting the Second Optional Protocol. He underlined the 
importance of the Protocol as a tool for achieving universal abolition of 
the death penalty. His contribution was very timely because 2014 is 
the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the Protocol by the UN 
General Assembly. 
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  Background 
 

ICDP was founded in Madrid in October 2010. ICDP is composed of 
15 personalities of high international standing from all regions of the 
world who act with total independence and neutrality and work under 
its President Mr Federico Mayor. 

 
ICDP opposes the death penalty under any circumstances believing 
that it violates the right to life enshrined in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. ICDP promotes the abolition of capital punishment in 
law in those states that observe a de facto moratorium on the use of 
the death penalty and promotes moratoriums on executions in states 
that rarely use the death penalty. In states that continue to carry out 
executions ICDP urges strict adherence to international standards. 
 
ICDP works with the United Nations and other international and 
regional organizations, governments and nongovernmental 
organizations to further the abolition of capital punishment worldwide. 

 
The work of the ICDP is supported by a diverse group of 17 states 
from all regions of the world that are committed to abolition of the 
death penalty. Its secretariat is based in Geneva. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

   
 
 
 
   
   

 
 

 


